
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Stewardship Prayer 

 

Lord of all creation,   
We praise and thank You for all the blessings we receive.  

Everything we have is Your gift to us.   
Through Your love for us,  

You gave us the greatest gift of all – Jesus Christ. 

  

Filled with Your love,  
we respond to Your call to be disciples of Your Son.  
Unite us as a community of missionary disciples.   

Open our hearts and minds to Your abundant grace so that we  
might become good stewards of Your gifts.  

  

As stewards, teach us to receive Your gifts gratefully,  
nurture them responsibly, share them selflessly,  

and return them to You with increase,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Please return your response cards by December 1st.  

Use the envelope provided to mail or drop in the collection basket. 

The clergy and staff of Our Lady of Lourdes thank you for your  

generous commitment to our growing parish! 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us! 

 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Annual Report   

and Stewardship Initiative 



RCIA 
Our Lady of Lourdes accompanied six people into full communion with the Church at  
our Easter Vigil Mass in 2019.  Fr. Haschka facilitates RCIA classes at both St. Olaf 
(Saturdays) and Our Lady of Lourdes (Sundays).  The classes have been well received  
and the program is growing! 

Sacramental Life at Lourdes 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father  

except through me.” John 14:6 

The Sacramental life of the parish continues to grow.  In 2018-19, we welcomed  
Fr. David Haschka, SJ, to instruct and form the RCIA candidates.  The gifted volunteer  
catechists formed our youngest members in First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and  
Confirmation.  Christine Griffith and her wonderful team of Marriage Mentors prepared 
engaged couples for marriage in the Catholic Church. 

Marriage 
Our Lady of Lourdes assisted thirty-five couples in preparation for marriage.  Thirty-one  
of these weddings were held at Our Lady of Lourdes!  If you are keeping an eye on our  
Facebook page, you will see some amazing shots of brides, grooms, and guests on the  
historic front steps of Lourdes! 

First Eucharist/Reconciliation 
First Eucharistic and First Reconciliation are an exciting time for a child!  If your child is 
over the age of 7 and has not celebrated these sacraments, please call our Parish office 
and we will get you registered!  

Confirmation 
Three special young women from Our Lady of Lourdes received the Sacrament of   
Confirmation last May!  We are proud of all of our young Catholics who studied, prayed, 
and served in the parish this past year! 

Baptism 
Attending the 11:00 am Masses on Sundays has become quite popular with all of the  
Baptisms we are hosting!  There were 35 children baptized this year … including a very  
memorable set of triplets!  

1. 

New in 2019 - Lourdes Healing Ministry!  
A group of Lourdes parishioners interested in our new healing ministry first met in 
September to discuss and discern the path forward.  Lourdes Healing Ministry will  
officially begin in November of 2019. 

 

Did you know? 

Please see below some of the annual costs at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 

We thought it would be enlightening for you to see some of our General Operating  
Expenses which you can look at from the perspective of your own experiences and bills. 
 

Over the past year, Lourdes paid Xcel Energy $18,211.90.  This expense covers both the 
Church and Parish Office. 
 

Combined cost for the Church and Parish Office for Centerpoint Energy was $7,848.96. 
 

The contract with our trash hauler for both recycling and trash was $3,134.40.  
 

We all use water and don’t think too much about it until we have to pay the bills.   
Water and Sewer combined expenses were $3,659.61. 
 

Our insurance is somewhat like your homeowner’s or rental insurance, but does it surprise 
you to know that our cost for Property and Liability Insurance was $9,221.39? 
 

As we all know, technology isn’t cheap.  Our phones, internet, and cable services at the  
parish allow us a multitude of conveniences, but we pay Comcast an annual combined  
rate of $8,927.55. 
 

Cleaning supplies for the Church and the Parish Office totaled $8,952.65 for the year.  
That included paper towels in the bathrooms, toilet tissue, and trash bags! 
 

We serve coffee, juice, snacks, and pastries at our hospitality events including Sunday 
mornings at an annual price tag of $5,323.73. 
 

When we budget each year, we vigilantly work to keep costs down in any way that we  
can, including operating with a small paid staff.  Even though we have generous  
volunteers who step up in many ways, we continue to be understaffed. 
 

As you look through this annual report, you see the rich liturgical life of Lourdes, the  
diverse and expansive programs, our celebrations and events, and our efforts to maintain 
conservative budgeting.  The ongoing upkeep and maintenance of our facilities and 
grounds continues to protect this precious jewel.  We are intentionally working as good 
stewards with very high standards and your Sunday Giving is HOW this happens.  
 

When you consider the ongoing expenditures of operating our parish, please prayerfully  
consider how you can give of your financial resources, your talents, and gifts.  If you  
haven’t set up your giving, please do so now.  If you are able, please increase your gift. 
  

“I will offer no sacrifice to God that costs me nothing!” 2Samuel 24:24 

 

 

 

 



Our Lady of Lourdes 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 

July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

Statement of Financial Position 

July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 
 Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 

            Budget           Actuals 

Operating Fund    

REVENUE    

General Operating  $                   592,250 $                  656,883 

Festivals  122,150 176,257 

Music  35,500 29,773 

Parish Outreach  35,000 52,242 

Formation & Programs  5,050 4,409 

Total Revenue  $                   789,950 $                  919,564 

    

EXPENDITURES    

General Operating  $                  670,969 $                  764,837 

Festivals  41,200 65,330 

Music  31,820 39,210 

Parish Outreach  22,500 43,704 

Formation & Programs  4,800 5,635 

Total Expenditures  $                  771,289 $                  918,716 

    

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)  $                    18,661 $                         848 

    

 Capital Campaign 2016 through 2019  

Revenue   $                  898,259 

Expenditures   1,034,312 

Net Capital Fund Surplus/(Deficit)   $                (136,053) 

  June 30, 2018 June 30, 2019 

    

Assets    

Cash  $                   267,377 $                   304,104 

Accounts Receivable, Prepaid  

Expenses and other Short Term  

Assets 

 7,997 11,654 

   

   

Land                      17,000                     17,000 

Building - Church  5,359,399 5,359,399 

Building - Parish House  849,000 849,000 

Equipment, Furniture & Fixtures  642,293 642,294 

Total Assets  $               7,143,066 $               7,183,451 

    

Liabilities    

Accounts Payable  36,597 24,952 

 5,005 8,550 Other Short Term Liabilities and  

Deferred Revenue 
   

Total Liabilities  $                    41,602 $                    33,502 

    

Total Net Assets  $              7,101,464 $              7,149,949 

    

 

Our Lady of Lourdes had an $848 operating surplus this year.  Giving and expenditures 
were more than 15% above budget.  The Jubilee Capital Campaign, since its inception, has 
a ($136,053) deficit and is now officially closed.  The deficit is due to pledges made but 
not yet received.  Total net assets, mostly cash, increased less than 1% or $48,485 this year.  
Our goal in the upcoming term is to build cash reserves from $300,000 to $400,000. 

  



Formation for Adults at Lourdes 
“Call to me, and I will answer you; I will tell you great things  

beyond the reach of your knowledge.” Jeremiah 33:3 

Our Lady of Lourdes continues to be a rich place for learning.  Our Adult Formation and 
Faith in Action Series carried the theme of Holiness and Mission for the year.  From  
September through May, we hosted two book studies, a movie night, and were treated to 
tremendously gifted speakers and thoughtful presentations! 

The Lourdes Family Events celebrated All Souls Day, Advent, Epiphany, Lent, and were 
capped off by a beautiful May Crowning!  These events, for all ages, continue to offer  
opportunities for kids, parents and grandparents to enjoy learning about the Catholic faith 
together! 

From the fall through the spring, the Faith in Action Series looked at Gun Control and  
Catholic Teaching, Civility in Public Discourse, and two stellar sessions on the Common 
Good: Religious Freedom and Catholic Education.  The Consistent Ethic of Life and  
Advocacy of Justice was the final presentation in the spring.  Much gratitude to Fr.  
Griffith, Matt Ehling, Professor Joel Nichols, Fr. David Haschka, SJ, Patricia Strommen, 
Michael Kautzman, and Jason Adkins! 

The Holiness and Mission Series for Adult Formation in the fall included topics  
such as Light & Truth for a Church in Crisis, Universal Call to Holiness, The Beatitudes  
and Witness of the Saints, Teachings and Wisdom of Pope Francis, Fifty Years after  
Humamae Vitae, Leaning into Advent, Mary in Scripture, and Salvation History. 
 

During the winter and spring sessions we held presentations on Care for Life in the Womb,  
Media and Evangelization, Principles of Urban Evangelization, Lenten Studies, the Eyes  
of Spirituality of the Beatitudes, three sessions on Holiness and Scripture, and a session  
on the Spirituality of the Resurrection.  Thank you Fr. John Floeder, Nancy Utoft, Julie 
Craven, Fr. Griffith, Fr. Haschka, Professor Susan Stabile, and Professor Elizabeth Kelly! 

 

Vespers at Lourdes continues to be a wonderful draw for young adults in the Twin Cities! 
Beautiful music, prayerful and intentional liturgy, knowledgeable and gifted speakers 
marked another season for Vespers at Lourdes.  Held on the second Thursday of the month, 
the Church is filled with passionate, young Catholics carrying the wisdom of true seekers 
of faith!  

 

 

2. 

A Year at Lourdes 
“What we have seen and heard we proclaim now to you, so that 

you may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1John 1:3  

During Advent, Adoration was available in the church every Wednesday after the 12:05 
Mass until 4:30.  In December we held Saturday Night Live at Nye’s, fed many at our 
Pancake Breakfast, and ran our first Christmas Cookie Bake Sale!  Funds raised from 
cookies went to support Baptism Ministries! 

July had us celebrating at the Annual Block Party and this year was one of the best!  
Great food, a fabulous band, fun for the kids, big crowds, and a great night for the 
Aquatennial fireworks!  This event gets more and more attention and visitors each year!  

In August we hosted National Night Out for the neighborhood!  In September we held a  
wonderful morning of Liturgical Training.  In early October we had Blessing of the  
Animals as well as our first Oktoberfest in our courtyard hosted by our new Men’s 
Group.  October also had a Marriage Morning for engaged couples, and Lourdes had a 
number of parishioners attend the Abria Banquet.  

January was Marriage Mentor Training, another Sharing & Caring Hands opportunity, 
and a Meat Pie Bake where 400 pies were made!  February brought Saturday Night Live 
at Sonder Shaker, Dinner for the Hungry meal prep, and a Cana Dinner for married and 
engaged couples.  

We opened the Lenten Season with a Lenten Retreat.  We served three delicious and well 
attended Fish Frys, and each Friday held Stations of the Cross and Adoration in the 
Church.  We had everyone reading The Biggest Lie in Christianity during the Lenten 
Book Study, and capped off Lent with a beautiful and prayerful Triduum/Holy Week.  

In November we celebrated a beautiful Mass of Justice and Healing with a Restorative 
Justice program.  Dinner for the Hungry and Sharing and Caring Hands meals were 
prepared!  Many things to be thankful for on Thanksgiving of 2018! 

In May we had a blast at the Lourdes Gala held at the Machine Shop and the John Paul 
II School Gala had many of our parishioners attending and giving support.  The Spring 
Book Club read Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

June brought a successful Young Adults Gathering in the courtyard, Mass for the City  
followed by a courtyard celebration, and a wonderful Music Concert followed by yet  
another courtyard party!  Our parish is VIBRANT!  These are just highlights of a year at  
a glance.  Please watch for opportunities and events to gather with your Lourdes faith 
family!  5. 

 

 


